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DUNSTER PARISH COUNCIL 
 MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD At DUNSTER TITHE BARN ON Monday 08th 

June 2026 7.00pm 
 

Attendees 
Councillors: Geoff Dibble (Chair), Kevin Sully, Alan Vicary, Peter Finney, Carol Ell, Barbara Bryan and Linda 
Dibble 
Clerk:   Mrs Sarah Towells  
Other:         Cara Strom 
Apologies  
Councillors: Tessa Williams, Matt Griffiths, James Morley and Steve Harris  
Other:   None 
Cllrs absent without apology: None   
 
26/41      To note apologies for absence: As noted above. 
 
26/42      Any New Declarations of interest and dispensations: It was resolved to note there were none. 
 
26/43      Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 11th May 2026 for approval: It was resolved to 
approve the minutes. 
 
26/44      Review of Asset Register: It was resolved to add the new notice board for the toilet block. 
 
26/45      Review of Risk Register: It was resolved to note there were no amendments. 
 
26/46      Somerset Councillor Report: Cara Strom reported: The signage at Nutcombe Bottom had cost 
£99 thousand pounds to date. She would be meeting with Highways to discuss the cycle path at Dunster 
Marsh junction on A39. More foster carers are required. 
 
26/47      Accounts Report:  
26/47.1   Approval of expenditure: It was resolved to pay the following invoices: 

Payable to What for Date Amount VAT Total 
Sarah Towells Salary 

 
08.06.26 £856.80 - £856.80 

Clear Councils Insurance 
 

08.06.26 £1170.10 - £1170.10 

EDF (DD) Toilets 
 

16.06.26 £62.42 £3.12 £65.54 

Sarah Towells Home 
working 

08.06.26 £18.00 - £18.00 

SALC Cllr Training 
 

08.06.26 £80.00 - £80.00 

Sarah Towells Travel 
 

08.06.26 £25.88 - £25.88 

K S Cleaning Toilets 
 

08.06.26 £550.00 - £550.00 

G A Sully & Sons 
Ltd 

Weed 
spraying 

08.06.26 £583.00 £116.60 £699.60 

Exmoor Society 
 

Subscription 08.06.26 £25.00 - £25.00 

SALC Cllr Training 
 

08.06.26 £35.00 - £35.00 

SALC Affiliation fee 
 

08.06.26 £441.22 - £441.22 
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26/47.2   Current account expenditure analysis for May 2026 It was resolved to note the figures, and Cllr 
Finney would sign these. 
26/47.3   Bank reconciliation for May 2026: It was resolved to note the bank reconciliation which would be 
signed by Cllr Finney. 
26/47.4   Budget Monitoring: It was resolved to note the budget monitoring which would be signed by Cllr 
Finney. 
26/47.5   PAYE figures for May 2026: It was resolved to note these were correct and no payment is due to 
HMRC. They were signed by Cllr Finney. 
26/47.6   Agree Internal Auditor for 26/27: It was resolved to use Tammy Roper for the internal audit. 
26/47.7   To consider the findings of the Internal Review: It was resolved that Cllrs need to complete GDPR 
training. 
26/47.8   Annual Governance Statement for 25/26: It was resolved to approve the annual governance 
statement, and this was signed by the Clerk and the Chairman. 
26/47.9   Consider the Accounting Statements: The statements were considered by the Council.    
26/47.10 Approve the Accounting Statements: It was resolved to note the Clerk had signed the Accounting 
Statement prior to submitting to the councillors. The Council approved the Accounting Statements.   
26/47.11 Chairman to sign the Accounting Statements: It was resolved the Chairman signed the 
Accounting Statements. 
26/47.12 Dates for period for the exercise of public rights: The Clerk had put notices up from 3rd June – 14th 
July. 
 
26/48     Planning: The planning committee gave a verbal report from their meeting held at 6.30pm 
ENP EXM/26/117/LCB Listed building consent to replace the 

existing rear roof with natural slate to include 
inline slate vents and replacement roof 
lights. RETROSPECTIVE at Luttrell Arms 
Hotel, High Street, Dunster, TA4 6SG 

It was resolved no objections 
but to raise concerns over yet 
again another retrospective 
application. 

ENP EXM/26/121/HH Removal of existing outbuilding and erection 
of a single storey summerhouse/store at 
Priory Gate 4, The Ball, Dunster, TA4 6SD 

It was resolved to support this 
application 

SC 31/21/26/026 Erection of two dwellings and associated 
development at Maples, Ellicombe Lane, 
Minehead, TA4 6TR 

It was resolved to support this 
application but to point out that 
it was not in Dunster Parish 

 
26/49      Cemetery’s:  
26/49.1    Review cemetery Charges: It was resolved to increase the charges by 10% 
 
26/50      Allotments: It was resolved to write to all plot holders reminding them of the allotment tenancy 
agreement and that all sheds must have guttering and water butts. Also, no water must be syphoned from 
the allotment water troughs and no hose pipes on the allotments. If they do not adhere to the agreement 
they will lose their plot. It was further resolved to ask plot holders if they were still in possession of a cup or 
a shield from the horticultural show. 
26/50.1   Review Allotment Charges: It was resolved to increase the charges to £18 for a large plot and £10 
for a small plot from April 2027. 
 
26/51      Buttercross Orchard: It was resolved to note there was no update. 
 
26/52      Riverside Walk: Cllr Vicary reported that Dunster Estate had carried out the work required. It was 
resolved to order a sign pointing towards Dunster Village. 
 
26/53      Dunster Steep Toilets: 
26/53.1   To note donations and toilet rolls: It was resolved to note that during May there were 47 toilet rolls 
used and donations of £145.54 
 
26/54      Correspondence:  
26/54.1   Email from Dunster school requesting a grant for a memorial garden: It was resolved to ask for 
further information and explain concern that the garden has been bought back into use before and then left 
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to go wild again. Discussions took place regarding the amount requested of £600 and it was thought that 
£300 was a more realistic amount. This should be match funded if £600 is required.      
26/54.2  Email from SALC regarding group Cllr training: It was resolved this was a good idea and the clerk 
would enquire if GDPR training was available.   
26/54.3   Email from Luxborough Parish Council: It was resolved to support the letter they are sending to 
Highways regarding the repairs at Nutcombe Bottom and ask them to include the signage costs of £90 
thousand to date. 
26/54.4  Service to the Community awards: It was resolved to nominate Mr Moore. 
 
26/55     Defibs: It was resolved to note there was no update. 
foresters public house. 
 
26/56     Highways: To receive the Highway Working Group Minutes from meeting held on 2nd June 2026 
and agree any recommendations:  It was resolved to note the minutes and there were no 
recommendations. 
26/56.1   High Street Posts: It was resolved Cllr Vicary would order 7 posts from Exmoor National Park and 
the ones required to replace the broken ones on the High Street had been taken into Paul Keel at 
Minehead. 
 
26/57     Bike Racks: It was resolved to note there were no updates. 
 
26/58     Map on toilets to include defibs: It was resolved to note there was no update. 
 
26/59      Notice Board for Toilet Block: Agree quote for notice board for toilet block: The Clerk 
reported the notice board had been delivered and the handy man would fix it to the wall at a cost of £25.00. 
 
26/60      Playing Fields – Agree way forward regarding income and expenditure: Cllr Sully reported he 
was still waiting for a response from the football club. 
 
26/61      Packhorse playing field: It was resolved to note that this is used more by visitors than locals. 
The equipment needs replacing. It was resolved to form a working group to include some Cllrs even though 
this is not a council owned playground. Cllr G Dibble would put a report in the Parish magazine. The Clerk 
would look if any grants were available via S106, Hinckley or National Lottery. The committee presently has 
£8000 in the bank. 
 
26/62      New lock required on notice boards: It was resolved that Cllr Sully would look at the board 
down the Marsh and The Clerk would contact the handyman to contact Cllr G Dibble regarding the notice 
board on the High Street. 
 
26/63      Grass Cutting at Dunster Steep: The Clerk had requested the contractor cut it ASAP. 
 
26/64      Clerks Verbal Update: The Clerk reported she was meeting with the manager of Dunster Estate 
to discuss the rent increases on Wednesday 10th June. 
 
26/65    Items to Report: It was resolved to note there were none. 
 
26/66    Matters for the next meeting to be held on Monday 13th July 2026: It was resolved to note there 
were none. 
 
26/67    Close Meeting: The chairman declared the meeting closed 8.25p.m. 
 
 
Signed ………………………………………………………     Date………………………………………….  


