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DUNSTER PARISH COUNCIL 
 MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD At DUNSTER TITHE BARN ON 

Monday 11th May 2026 7.00pm 
 

Attendees 
Councillors: Geoff Dibble (Chair), Kevin Sully, Alan Vicary, Peter Finney, Tessa Williams Carol Ell, James 
Morley, Matt Griffiths, Barbara Bryan and Steve Harris 
Clerk:   Mrs Sarah Towells  
Other:         Cara Strom 
Apologies  
Councillors: None 
Other:   None 
Cllrs absent without apology: None   
 
26/01      Elect a Chair: It was unanimously resolved Geoff Dibble would be Chair and he duly signed his 
acceptance of office. 
 
26/02      Elect a Vice Chair: It was unanimously resolved Kevin Sully would be vice chair. 
 
26/03      To note apologies for absence: As noted above. 
 
26/04      Any New Declarations of interest and dispensations: It was resolved to note there were none. 
 
26/05      Co-option of new councillor: Following a nomination from Cllr Finney and seconded by Cllr Ell it 
was resolved Linda Dibble was co-opted onto the Council. She duly signed her acceptance of office. 
 
26/06      Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 13th April 2026 for approval: It was resolved to 
approve the minutes. 
 
26/07      Review of delegation arrangements to committee, staff and other authorities: It was 
resolved to adopt the scheme of delegation and publish this on the website. 
 
26/08      Review of terms of reference for committees and groups: 
26/08.1   Allotment Committee: It was resolved there was no change to the terms of reference for the 
Allotment Committee. 
26/08.2   Finance Committee: It was resolved there was no change to the terms of reference for the 
Finance Committee.  
26/08.3   Cemetery Committee: It was resolved there was no change to the terms of reference for the 
Cemetery Committee. 
26/08.4   Planning Committee: It was resolved to note that planning meetings would be held at 6.30pm prior 
to a Full Council Meeting and the public would be invited to attend. There were no other amendments to the 
terms of reference. 
26/08.5   Buttercross Orchard Group: It was resolved there was no change to the terms of reference for 
Butterctoss Orchard Group. 
26/08.6   Community/Neighbourhood Plan Group: It was resolved there was no change to the terms of 
reference for the Community/Neighbourhood Plan Group. 
26/08.7   Personnel/Staffing Committee: It was resolved there was no change to the terms of reference for 
the Personnel Committee. 
26/08.8   Grievance Committee: It was resolved to note there was no change to the terms of reference for 
the Grievance Committee. 
26/08.9   Disciplinary Committee: It was resolved to note there was no change to the terms of reference for 
the Disciplinary Committee. 
26/08.10 Highways Working Group: It was resolved to note there was no change to the terms of reference 
for the Highways Working Group. 
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26/09      Appointment of Members to existing Committees and Groups:  
26/09.1   Allotment Committee: It was resolved Cllrs Sully, Griffiths, G Dibble and Ell would form the 
Allotment Committee. 
26/09.2   Finance committee: It was resolved Cllrs Morley, G Dibble, Finney and Williams would form the 
Finance Committee. 
26/09.3   Cemetery Committee: It was resolved Cllrs Sully, Vicary, Bryan and the Clerk would form the 
Cemetery Committee. 
26/09.4   Planning Committee: It was resolved Cllrs Vicary, Bryan, Finney and L Dibble would form the 
Planning Committee. 
26/09.5   Buttercross Orchard Group: It was resolved Cllrs Vicary, Harris and Sully would form the Orchard 
Group with some members of the public. 
26/09.6   Community/Neighbourhood Plan Group: It was resolved Cllrs Harris, Morley and Griffiths would 
form the Community Plan Group. 
26/09.7   Personnel/staffing Committee: It was resolved Cllrs G Dibble, Ell and Finney would form the 
Personnel Committee. 
26/09.8   Grievance Committee: It was resolved Cllrs Vicary, Griffiths and Bryan would form the Grievance 
Committee. 
26/09.9   Disciplinary Committee: It was resolved Cllrs L Dibble, Morley and Sully would form the 
Disciplinary Committee. 
26/09.10 Highways Working Group: It was resolved Cllrs Harris, G Dibble, Morley, Finney and The Clerk 
would form the Highways Working Group. 
 
26/10      Appointment of any new committees in accordance with standing order 4: It was resolved 
no new committees were required. 
 
26/11      Review of Standing orders: It was resolved no amendments were needed and therefore the 
existing standing orders were re-adopted. 
 
26/12      Review of Financial Regulations: It was resolved no amendments were needed and therefore 
the existing financial regulations were re-adopted. 
 
26/13      Review of Code of Conduct: It was resolved to re-adopt the existing code of conduct. 
 
26/14      Review of contract with Retail and Storage Units: It was resolved no amendments were 
required. 
 
26/15      Appointments of Representatives on Outside Bodies and arrangements for reporting back: 
It was resolved reports would be given to Full Council in written format, when possible, otherwise verbal 
reports would be given. 
26/15.1   LCN Representatives: It was resolved Cllrs G Dibble and Harris would be LCN Representatives. 
26/15.2   Marsh Playing Field Representatives: It was resolved Cllrs Sully, Finney and Vicary would be the 
Marsh Playing Field Representatives. 
26/15.3   Packhorse Playing Field Representatives: It was resolved Cllr G Dibble, Ell and Griffiths would be 
the Packhorse Playing Field Representatives. 
26/15.4   Memorial Hall Representatives: it was resolved Cllr Morley would be the Memorial Hall 
Representative. 
26/15.5   Tithe Barn Representative: It was resolved Cllr Ell would be the Tithe Barn Representative. 
26/15.6   Any Other Representatives: It was resolved Cllr Ell would be the representative for the Village 
Gardens. 
 
26/16      Review of Asset Register: It was resolved the defib at Tim Aherns shop needed to be added to 
the register. It was resolved to note the other 2 defibs were not owned by the Parish Council. 
 
26/17      Confirmation of arrangements for insurance cover and insurance renewal: Cllr Bryan 
reported that the CCTV was not included on the schedule and only 10 members. It was resolved the Clerk 
would update this prior to renewing the insurance. 
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26/18      Review of Council and staff Subscriptions to outside bodies: It was resolved to continue to 
subscribe to SALC, SLCC and the Exmoor Society. 
 
26/19      Review and adoption of Polices:  
26/19.1   Complaints Procedure: It was resolved to re-adopt the Complaints Procedure 
26/19.2   General Privacy Notice: It was resolved to re-adopt the General Privacy Notice: 
26/19.3   Retention and Disposal Policy: It was resolved to re-adopt the Retention and Disposal Policy. 
26/19.4   Management of Transferable Data Policy: It was resolved to re-adopt the management of 
Transferable Data Policy. 
26/19.5   Data Protection Policy: It was resolved to re-adopt the Data Protection Policy. 
26/19.6   Publication Scheme: It was resolved to re-adopt the publication scheme. 
26/19.7   Press and Media Policy: It was resolved to re-adopt the Press and Media Policy. 
26/19.8   Biodiversity Policy: it was resolved to re-adopt the Biodiversity Policy. 
26/19.9   Equal Opportunity Policy: It was resolved to re-adopt the Equal Opportunity Policy. 
26/19.10 Annual Leave Policy: It was resolved to re-adopt the Annual Leave Policy. 
26/19.11 Flexible Working Policy: It was resolved to adopt the Flexible Working Policy. 
26/19.12 Absence Management Policy: It was resolved to re-adopt the Absence Management Policy. 
26/19.13 Grievance and Disciplinary Policy: It was resolved to re-adopt the Grievance and Disciplinary 
Policy. 
26/19.14 Social media Policy: It was resolved to adopt the Social media Policy. 
 
26/20      Review of Risk Register: It was unanimously resolved the Clerk and Chairman could sign the 
Risk Register and publish it on the website. 
 
26/21      Somerset Councillor Report: Cara Strom reported: 
Somerset’s Director of Public Health, Alison Bell, is encouraging eligible residents to book a free NHS  
Health Check after having one herself. The checks, available to those aged 40–74 with no pre-existing  
heart conditions, assess cardiovascular health and risk of conditions such as heart disease, diabetes  
and stroke. Appointments are available at libraries and community venues across the county  
including Chard, Frome, Glastonbury, Wellington, Minehead, Porlock, Shepton Mallet, Taunton,  
Street, Highbridge, Wells and Wincanton. 
Somerset Council has received £22.6 million from the Government over three years to support  
residents facing financial hardship. Citizens Advice Somerset has been appointed to lead the scheme,  
working alongside partners including Age UK Somerset and Somerset Community Foundation to  
provide crisis payments, debt advice, budgeting support and employment guidance. Residents can apply 
via citizensadvicesomerset.org.uk or by calling 08082787842. 
Somerset Council has announced that 99.43% of the 4938 families who applied for a primary school place 
this year were offered one of their top three preferences which is a record high. 
Somerset Council has submitted a bid to the Governments Structures fund for a £30-£40 million scheme to 
re-open the B3191 at Cleeve Hill near Watchet.  
 
26/22      Accounts Report:  
26/22.1   Approval of expenditure: It was resolved to pay the following invoices: 

Payable to What for Date Amount VAT Total 
Sarah Towells Salary 

 
11.05.26 £856.80 - £856.80 

Spot on Supplies Toilets 
 

11.05.26 £74.22 £14.84 £89.06 

EDF (DD) Toilets 
 

20.05.26 £61.39 £3.07 £64.46 

Sarah Towells Home 
working 

11.05.26 £18.00 - £18.00 

Minehead 
Landscaping 

Allotment 
Fence 

11.05.26 £1111.73 £222.35 £1334.08 

Sarah Towells Travel 
 

11.05.26 £26.50 - £26.50 

K S Cleaning Toilets 11.05.26 £550.00 - £550.00 
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G A Sully & Sons 

Ltd 
Cemetery 

fence 
11.05.26 £7464.50 £1492.90 £8957.40 

Somerset Council Cemetery 
rates 

11.05.26 £20.00 - £20.00 

D L Williams Cemetery 
Maintenance 

11.05.26 £3199.88 - £3199.88 

D L Williams Allotment 
Maintenance 

11.05.26 £125.00 - £125.00 

Tammy Roper Internal audit 
 

11.05.26 £258.00 - £258.00 

 
26/22.2   Current account expenditure analysis for April 2026 It was resolved to note the figures, and Cllr 
Finney would sign these. 
26/22.3   Bank reconciliation for April 2026: It was resolved to note the bank reconciliation which would be 
signed by Cllr Finney. 
26/22.4   Budget Monitoring: It was resolved to note the budget monitoring which would be signed by Cllr 
Finney. 
26/22.5   PAYE figures for April 2026: It was resolved to note these were correct and no payment is due  to 
HMRC. They were signed by Cllr Finney. 
 
26/23     Planning: it was resolved to note there were no planning applications for discussion this month 
and no other planning matters. 
 
26/24      Cemetery’s: Cllr Sully reported the new cemetery was now finished. It was resolved the Clerk 
would arrange to get the ground consecrated.  
 
26/25      Allotments: Cllr Sully reported that there were 5 unkept plots on site.  The Clerk had written to 
one and Cllr Sully had contacted the remaining 4. There is now one vacant plot.  
 
26/26      Buttercross Orchard: Cllr Harris reported the Orchard had not received an invoice for £1.00 and 
therefore the rent had not been paid. The Clerk would contact the Estate to ask for an invoice.  Somerset 
Day event will be held on 17th May. 
 
26/27    Riverside Walk: The Clerk reported she had heard from the estate office today and they will be 
carrying out their maintenance work on Wednesday. 
 
26/28      Dunster Steep Toilets: 
26/28.1   To note donations and toilet rolls: It was resolved to note that during April there were 31 toilet rolls 
used and donations of £128.23 
26/28.2   To agree an additional CCTV for toilet block: The Clerk had obtained a verbal quote of £400.00 
for an additional camera to be added. It was resolved not to install an additional camera. 
  
26/29     Correspondence:  
26/29.1  Letter from Dunster Estate regarding rent review: It was resolved to write and explain how many 
local causes the Parish Council supports, also explaining that we feel the figures they have sent are too 
high. 
26/29.2  Licence applications for Tessa’s Tea Room: It was resolved to support the application.  
 
26/30     Defibs: It was resolved to note there was no update, however Cllr Ell reported that the Foresters 
would be happy to have a defib on Park Street. 
 
26/31     Highways: To receive the Highway Working Group Minutes from meeting held on 5th May 2026 
and agree any recommendations:  It was resolved to note the minutes and agree to publish the Highways 
reporting form and put notification of it in the Parish magazine. 
 
26/32    Bike Racks: It was resolved to note there were no updates. 
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26/33    Memorial Hall: 
25/33.1 CCTV- It was resolved to accept the quote of £643.00 and replace the camera outside the 
Memorial Hall.  
 
26/34    Map on toilets to include defibs: It was resolved to ask Jenni Fender to produce maps showing 
the locations of the defibs. It was resolved to have A5 size Foamex sign for the toilet block. 
 
26/35      Agree quote for notice board for toilet block: It was resolved the Clerk would order the notice 
board from Amazon at a cost of no more than £50.00. 
 
26/36      Playing Fields – Agree way forward regarding income and expenditure: Discussions took 
place, the football club maintained the ground but paid no rent. If we start to charge them rent they may 
then charge us for maintaining the ground.  Cllr Sully would speak with the football Club. 
 
26/37      Clerks Study Leave: it was resolved the Clerk would take study leave for her CiLCA qualification 
27th - 29th May. 
 
26/38    Items to Report:  
Work has started on Gallox Bridge but visitors have been seen taking stone from the bridge. 
New posts would need to be ordered for the High Street. 
 
26/39    Matters for the next meeting to be held on Monday 08th June 2026:  
Playing fields – income and expenditure update 
Email for grant from Dunster school 
 
26/40    Close Meeting: The chairman declared the meeting closed 9.00p.m. 
 
 
Signed ………………………………………………………     Date………………………………………….  


