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DUNSTER PARISH COUNCIL 
 MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD At DUNSTER TITHE BARN ON 10th March  

2025 7.00pm 
 

Attendees 
Councillors: Geoff Dibble (Chair), Matt Griffiths, Chris Oliver, Steve Harris, Tessa Williams, Carol Ell, Peter 
Finney, Tony Melnyk, James Morley and Alan Vicary                                                         
Clerk:            Mrs Sarah Towells  
Other:          Marcus Kravis (SC), Thomas Gliddon and Craig Palmer both registered to speak regarding item 
24/228.2 and 9 members of public 
Apologies  
Councillors: Kevin Sully  
Other:   Christine Lawrence (SC) and Marcus Kravis (SC)       
 
24/222      To note apologies for absence: As noted above. 
 
24/223      Any New Declarations of interest and dispensations: There were none.  
 
24/224      Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 13th January 2025 for approval: It was resolved to 
approve the minutes. 
 
24/225       Minutes of the meeting held on 10th February 2025 for approval: It was resolved to approve 
the minutes. 
 
24/226      Somerset Councillor Report: Cllr Kravis reported the devolution was going ahead quite well. 
There was a parking consultation regarding car park charges within Somerset.  This could include some car 
parks that are presently free to use in our area having to become chargeable by the end of October 2025.   
 
24/227      Accounts 
24/227.1   Approval of expenditure: It was resolved to pay the payments on the attached list. 
24/227.2   Current account expenditure analysis for February 2025: It was resolved to note the figures and 
Cllr Finney would sign these.  
24/227.3   Bank reconciliation for February 2025: It was resolved to note the bank reconciliation which 
would be signed by Cllr Finney. 
24/227.4   Budget Monitoring: It was resolved to note the budget monitoring which would be signed by Cllr 
Finney. 
24/227.5   PAYE figures for February 2025: These were checked and signed by Cllr Finney. 
 
24/228     Planning: 
24/228.1  Verbal report from the Planning Committee: The committee reported their thoughts regarding 
the application for an EV charge station and it was resolved all comments would be noted in our response 
below. 
  

SC 3/10/25/001 Erection of 
Roadside Service 
Station including EV 
Charging hub, 
petrol/diesel 
facilities, ancillary 
retail store and 
valeting facilities, 
drive through coffee 
shop, access/egress 
and landscaping 

It was resolved to submit the following response: 
Dunster Parish Council discussed in detail the Erection of Roadside 
Service Station including EV charging hub, petrol/diesel facilities, 
ancillary retail store and valeting facilities, drive-through coffee shop, 
access/egress and landscaping at Land to the north of Ellicombe 
Lane, Minehead. 
Dunster Parish Council noted the following. 
• The site is located outside of the development boundaries and 
would result in loss of agricultural land. 
• Animal Welfare is a concern due to the proximity of the 
proposal to existing Farm and equine unit of the Veterinary clinic. 
• Safety concerns and traffic issues on the narrow access road 
which is frequently used by pedestrians and cyclists. 
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• Increased risks of litter. 
• Proximity to Exmoor National Park. 
• Flooding issues on the site. 
• Increased Noise. 
• Light and odour pollution with risks of fuel spillage into 
watercourses. 
• Build up of traffic at the Ellicombe roundabout. 
• Impact on Exmoor National Park Dark skies  
• Non compliance with the local 2032 plan policy OC1- Dunster 
Parish Council do not consider this development to be exceptional 
circumstances to develop in open countryside 
• Non compliance with the local plan EC3 – Dunster Parish 
Council do not consider this development to be essential. 
Therefore, it was resolved that Dunster Parish Council object to 
the planning application on the grounds of non-compliance of the local 
2032 plan (polices: OC1 and EC3) and the impact on the Exmoor 
National Park Dark skies and request that all our other notes are also 
taken into consideration. 

 
24/229     Toilets: The Clerk reported the builder was due to start work on 21st March on upgrading the old 
gents to become a single cubicle. 
 
24/230     Cemetery: It was resolved to defer all cemetery items as Cllr Sully was not present. 
24/230.1   Wall by new gate in cemetery 1 
24/230.2   Phase two works of cemetery 3 
24/230.3   New gate cemetery1 
24/230.4   Metal entrance gate in cemetery 2 
 
24/231     Allotments:  The Clerk reported all vacant plots had been let. 
 
24/232     Buttercross Orchard: Cllr Harris reported that all the trees had now been pruned and the new 
bench had been stained. 
 
24/233     Riverside Walk: Cllr Vicary reported that the repairs to Jubilee Bridge were complete. 
 
24/234     Correspondence: 
24/234.1  Minehead Town Council regarding Ellicombe open space devolution: Minehead Town Council 
had applied to Somerset Council to take over parts of Minehead, this would include the Ellicombe 
roundabout and other areas that fall in the Dunster Parish.  It was noted that Minehead Town Council 
already maintain these areas. 
24/234.2 SALC: Training: The Clerk reminded councillors that training was a good idea. 
 
24/235     Risk Register: It was resolved to note there were no updates. 
 
24/236     Highways:  
24/236.2  Light on priory Green: Cllr Vicary had spoken with them again today and would continue to try to 
get the light reinstated. 
 
24/237     Community/Neighbourhood plan/Top 5 priorities: It was resolved to defer this item as the 
working group had not yet met. 
 
24/238     Knit and Natter update: Cllr Williams updated the Council on how the grant had been used and 
that the group thanked the Council for its continued support. 
  
24/239     Electric substation on West Street: The Clerk reported that the Taunton team would be out to 
inspect the station over the next few days. 
 
24/240     Flood shed at Tithe Barn: The flood shed had been reinstated at no charge to the parish 
Council. 
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24/241:   Cllr Emails: It was resolved to note that most councillors had now set up a new email just for 
Dunster Parish Council business.  It was further resolved to recommended that all councillors do this. 
24/242    Green matting: It was resolved the Christmas festival Group would like this. 
 
24/243    Items to Report and matters for the next meeting to be held on Monday 14th April 2025: 
 
Concerns regarding the person sleeping in Dunster Steep Car Park 
Concerns regarding the number of Rats at 3 Conygar View 
CCTV at Toilet block 
 
24/244    Close Meeting: The chairman declared the meeting closed 20.50 p.m. 
 
 
Signed ………………………………………………………     Date………………………………………….  


